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a complete lack of belief. How could one believe in a beneficent power
when a chance bomb could make a laughing stock of any sentient,
dreaming creature?
"Let us treat the men and women well: treat them as if they were real:
perhaps they are," I pleaded.
G.B.S. said: "I turned a person, now an M.P. into something real
by incorporating him as a character in Doctor's Dilemma. He came to see
the play and then sent me fifty pounds in payment of an old debt. He
thought that I had written the play only to get the money from him.
No person is real until he has been transmuted into a work of art. Tha
is why I can lose my temper when it comes to art."
"Didn't you say that if you believe in a thing you can laugh at it?"
"Did I? There's a lot of truth in it. But when it comes to art I cannot
be sane. I am always being asked: If I were God how would I have created
the earth? As a fellow-artist I would no doubt have made a similar mess
of things, but I would not have made the mistake of making men without
art to live in a world of art. I would have ruled out from the very
beginning, pain, poverty and piety."
"You call this a world of art; yet it is the evil things that are infectious
and not the good things. Illness and persecution, greed and lust. . . ."
"Because the men without art got the upper hand of the world. As I
have said: sanitation is aesthetic, economics is sesthetic, as Ruskin proved
conclusively, and religion is aesthetic. The difficulty is that people have
got so accustomed to having life seasoned with crime and poverty that
they cannot contemplate a life without it. Like the peasants who are so
accustomed to having their food smothered in condiments that they find
the simple food quite uneatable, tasteless in fact. It took me years to get
accustomed to the natural taste of things/'
"Exactly, and these people you call peasants consider our diet as
'tasteless,' just as you consider theirs. All because
But I realized at once that I had made a mistake... The word 'because'
always irritated Shaw, He was not interested in reasons. Reasons given
may be right or wrong. He wanted to get down to facts. He said:
"The people objected to Venus de Milo without corsets and high
heels. The simple thing is the most difficult thing of all. I would have
made the simple thing the most natural. But like God I would soon have
lost patience with the world and drowned everybody. It was stupid
leaving a single family. What happened? The progeny of the family
reproduced all the vices of their predecessors so exactly that the misery